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The Waste Framework Directive (DC 2008/98/EC) 
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The ”Waste hierarchy” 
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„/The following waste hierarchy shall apply as a priority order in waste 

prevention and management legislation and policy.  

 

a) Prevention 

b) Preparing for Re-use 

c) Recycling 

d) Recovery 

e) Disposal 

 

When applying the waste hierarchy, Member States should take measures to 

encourage the options that deliver the best overall environmental outcome./” 

 

/…/ 

 



Key words in the waste hierarchy 

4 

„/The following waste hierarchy shall apply as a priority order in waste 

prevention and management legislation and policy.  

 

a) Prevention 

b) Preparing for Re-use 

c) Recycling 

d) Recovery 

e) Disposal 

 

When applying the waste hierarchy, Member States should take measures to 

encourage the options that deliver the best overall environmental 

outcome./” 

 

/…/ 

 



What does the word hierarchy mean? 
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. “an arrangement of items (objects, names, values, categories, etc.) in 

which the items are represented as being "above," "below," or "at the 

same level as" one another.” 

 
Source: Wikipedia 



Visualization of a hierarchy 
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Visualization of the Waste hierarchy  

DC 2009/98 
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ISWA Main Sponsors: 

Visualization of the Waste hierarchy in European 

countries 
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What happened  

-from a communication perspective! 

 Context 

 Culture 

 Language 

 Experience 

 Education and Knowledge 

 Existing systems 

 Opinions 
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Conclusions 

The hierarchy were supposed to be used for waste management purposes, 

 not to explain how consumers should behave 

 not to create discussions about what treatment methods are good or bad 

 not to exclude levels or create new ones 

 

 Most important – if you want to communiate effective – make it simple and 

positive. 

 And remember - Legislation is more effective than interpretations if you 

want changes!  
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ISWA Main Sponsors: 

Thank you very much for listening! 

gunilla.carlsson@sysav.se 

www.sysav.se 
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